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from the president

Dear OCT members and supporters,

Amazing places in our little part of Cape
Cod have been protected forever by the
Orleans Conservation Trust, the Town of
Orleans, the National Seashore, and others
for the benefit of all. T hope that over the
summer and fall you have found ways to
enjoy them and witness the connections
among land, water, and wildlife all around
us. Some 30 of us, during the Celebrate
Our Waters weekend in September, took a
four-hour walk via the over-sand road from
Nauset Beach to Pochet Island. Those eight
acres of tidal river and marshlands were
the very first gift to OCT in 1970, from
Nickerson Homes, Inc.

That first gift put Orleans Conservation
Trust on the map. Since then, we have
protected more than 650 acres through
bequests, gifts, acquisitions, and
conservation restrictions. You'll read
about some new OCT lands in this issue.
More opportunities lie ahead, thanks
to longstanding relationships with our
members, the confidence landowners place
in OCT, collaboration with like-minded

groups, and our dedicated staft and trustees.

Trustees and staff work to carry
out the mission of the Trust. Earlier this
year, we revisited our mission as part of
a very fruitful strategic planning process.
Many members, local officials, and other
stakeholders contributed their time and
suggestions to the strategic plan, and
I thank them all. One outcome of this
work was a revised mission statement

that we believe captures our purpose

Yes,We Have a Wish List!

today: “Orleans
Conservation Trust
preserves land

and educates the
public in order to
sustain our natural

resources and the

character of our
community for generations to come.” We
regularly renew our commitment to this
mission and work to implement actions
developed in the plan. You can view the
strategic plan on our website, and we
welcome feedback.

I also thank outgoing OCT president
Bob Prescott, who led the Trust over the
past two years with a steady focus on land
acquisition, protection, and management.
At our Annual Meeting we announced
the dedication of the Bob Prescott Turtle
Gardens, honoring his leadership in
successfully restoring habitat for the
Northern diamondback terrapin at the
White’s Lane Conservation Area. We're
delighted that Bob continues to serve OCT
as a member of our land management
committee.

In this issue, we list our supporters
by name. On behalf of the trustees, I
thank each of you for your generosity and
confidence in OCT. Your support makes
all our work possible. As Bob would say,
“Much has been accomplished, but there is
still much to do” -

i 7 s

Kevin E Galligan /h

President

Moving to a new office (see next page) means that we need a few things. Please consider making a cash gift

earmarked for one or more items on our wish list—a handicap-accessible entry ramp or new signage, for example.
Or you can help underwrite OCT programs: an upcoming lecture, our popular guided walks, or caring for your
favorite Trust property. For the full list, visit orleansconservationtrust.org/wish-list.
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A New Home for the Trust

Members who kept up with our e-mail
blasts this summer already know the

big news: OCT finally has a home of its
own—a headquarters that will suit our
current needs and create opportunities for
the Trust to grow into the future.

For years the Trust operated out of
donated space in the Santander Bank build-
ing, but in our strategic planning sessions it
became clear how handicapped we were by
our lack of a real office. Not having a physi-
cal presence in Orleans limited our visibili-
ty. We could not invite the public to visit. We
needed better working space for staft and
interns, and a place where volunteers can
be trained in land management practices.
Finally, other land trusts we spoke with
emphasized the importance of a brick-and-
mortar headquarters in fundraising.

Renting was the first option consid-
ered, but rents were high for anything near
the center of town, and the spaces we saw
would have required costly modifications.
Then a trustee spotted a realtor’s sign at
203 South Orleans Road—a highly visible
site with a building that could accommo-
date our range of uses and an attractively
low asking price. The property (on .79
acre) fronts on Route 28, just south of
Crystal Lake at the corner of Old Timers
Lane. There’s ample parking in front and
a large yard with a shed for our heavy
equipment. The Cape-style building was in
virtually turnkey condition for move-in,
with office and meeting space on two floors
and a huge basement for storage.

“We closed on the new building on
the morning of our Annual Meeting,”
says Director Liz Migliore. “The timing
was a coincidence, but it seemed fitting. It
was one of many things we celebrated that

evening”

OCT'’s new headquarters at 203 South Orleans Road, near Crystal Lake.

Since moving in, she adds, “we’ve been
working hard to keep up with our every-
day tasks of land management and other
business, so there hasn’t been much time
for home improvement”” At the top of the
list are building a handicap-accessible ramp
(required for public access) and getting our
OCT sign approved. Once installed, it will
be a landmark on Route 28.

“It’s exciting to consider the potential
of having our own space,” says trustee
Sharon Davis. “We’ll be able to welcome
and educate visitors, train volunteers indoors
and outdoors, hold small presentations, meet
with donors, work with kids—even experi-
ment with growing native plants”

We plan to host an open house for
members and the public in the spring,
when the space is ready for public access.
Meanwhile, our expanded space and hours
of operation are already benefiting the
Trust’s mission. For the full story of how
the new space was acquired, visit our

website.

New and Familiar Faces
Held on August 29 at the Orleans Yacht
Club, our Annual Meeting included a
recap of the year from OCT’s president and
director; an overview of the just-completed
strategic plan; a financial report; and voting
for the slate of new trustees as well as the
next nominating committee.

Because two sitting trustees (Robert
Prescott and Karl Goldkamp) chose not
to stand for new terms, new trustees Steve
Gass and Clyde Hanyen were chosen to
replace them. (See the sidebar, page 6.)
Three trustees—Kevin Galligan, Stephanie
Gaskill, and Mefford Runyon—were
re-elected to new terms. Information
about all the 2016 candidates can be found
at orleansconservationtrust.org/annual-
meeting, along with governance details on
the meeting.

The gathering concluded with an en-

tertaining presentation on basking sharks

Continued on page 6
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supporting the trust

All Around the Town

New OCT Lands Span Orleans

It’s been an active and exciting few months
for the Trust on the land acquisition front.
Generous landowners have made it possible
for us to increase our protected acreage to
nearly 665 acres, with the prospect of more

to come soon.

West Side: Ragsdale Cedar Swamp
In early May, Mark Robinson of the Cape
Compact of Land Trusts alerted us to an
important potential gift of land in the Ce-
dar Pond area. The Ragsdale family recently
sold their home on Prence Lane but kept
back two small parcels of cedar swamp to
donate for conservation. In his initial mes-
sage, Mark wrote: “I strongly recommend
you take in these two small parcels. Cedar
swamp habitat is rare on the Cape”

We had to move fast to meet a June
30 property tax deadline; fortunately the
Trustees were scheduled to meet June 28,

and managed to line up our ducks so we

A Vision for the
Neighborhood

could vote on that date to acquire. Director
Liz Migliore and several trustees toured
the property and found minimal issues

of concern regarding management. “It’s a
fascinating ecosystem,” says trustee Judy
Scanlon.

This outright gift totals 2.83 acres,
mostly wetland with a small upland por-
tion. Many Atlantic white cedars grow on
it, as well as red maples and typical swamp
understory plants—but remarkably few
invasives. Both the Town and OCT had
targeted this land for preservation. Its
acquisition will protect wetlands, especially
Atlantic white cedar habitat, and add to
existing abutting open space. Also, this land
was identified by the Town as having stra-
tegic potential for recreational open space
(for example, a possible boardwalk through
the swamp). This will provide educational
opportunities for OCT as well.

The transaction closed on June 24. We

- - 3 Y% ."'. i
A large old Atlantic white cedar on the
Ragsdale land.

Rapsdate Gift -+

on the verge of being over-
whelmed by development,
the Truesdales didn't hesitate

are enormously grateful to the Ragsdale
family for their vision and generosity in

donating this property.

East Side: 40 Captain Curtis Way

This very recent windfall was yet another
proof that we don’t always know who the
Trust’s benefactors will be. In June we were

contacted by residents of Captain Curtis

used to be!"So instead of
having to climb down the
stairs to Reuben’s Pond, OCT

When Hardie and Marcie
Truesdale moved to Orleans
from the Hudson Valley four
years ago, it didn't take them
long to discover Orleans Con-
servation Trust lands. Hardie,

a widely published photogra-
pher of the natural world, has
always sought places away
from the crowd. Marcie, whose
family vacationed on the Cape,
discovered a hidden world be-
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yond her childhood memories.
"We're fortunate to have such
a place right on our street, the
Reuben’s Pond Conservation
Area,’she notes.

And when peaceful
Captain Curtis Way seemed

to fund the acquisition of the
lot at #40 as a gift to the Trust.
“Wherever we've gone, I've
been involved in trying to pre-
serve viewsheds and natural
habitat, says Hardie, who was
recently honored with the
Wallkill Valley (NY) Land Trust's
2016 Conservation Award. “And
there was an ulterior motive:
like a lot of people in Orleans,
my knees aren't what they

will create an easy trail to the
pond on the new parcel.
“Once it's developed, it's
gone,"Hardie adds. “It's really
hard to reclaim land after it's
been developed.This recog-
nition is what brings so many
donors to OCT. We're happy
to welcome the Truesdales
and urge members to explore
Hardie’s beautiful work at har-
dietruesdalephotography.com.



Way, off Hopkins Lane in East Orleans, about a property that had
just gone on the market. The neighbors, OCT members Hardie and
Marcie Truesdale, proposed to entirely finance OCT’s purchase of
this valuable lot for conservation.

Again moving quickly, our Land Acquisition Committee
worked with the seller’s agent and the Truesdales to work out a
deal within a very few days, while we gathered essential informa-
tion about the land. This 0.56 acre of wooded upland and wetland
adjoins OCT's existing Ice House & Reuben’s Pond Conservation
Area (see map). Residential sites in this part of East Orleans are
highly sought after—a house is going up right now on a nearby lot
on Captain Curtis Way—so this was a wonderful chance to add to
protected open space there. Besides expanding our existing acre-
age, there is also a potential vernal pool on the property.

The property officially transferred on July 15. This is one of
the few times a significant purchase of land for the Trust has been
entirely underwritten by an individual donor. Needless to say, we're

extremely grateful to Mr. and Mrs. Truesdale, as all of Orleans
should be.

And a Rare Opportunity in
Nauset Heights

The Cullen family has a distinguished history of helping to
preserve land in East Orleans. Starting in 1986, Jack and Betty
Cullen—longtime Nauset Heights residents, now deceased—
donated to OCT two lots on Olivers Way totaling about 3 acres,
one with waterfront on Mill Pond.

Through their estate plan, they gave another one-acre lot to
OCT and made two more abutting lots, on Olivers Way and Nauset
Heights Road, available for purchase. Recently the Trust signed
an agreement to buy those two developable one-acre lots from
the Cullen family trust. This land will supplement OCT’s prior
acquisitions and enable us to create a six-acre land preserve on
Mill Pond for the benefit of Orleans.

These two parcels are extremely desirable for conservation.
They support a high concentration of red cedar and are close to a
recognized vernal pool and to beautiful Mill Pond, so preserving
this land will help protect water quality. Adding them to the land
OCT already owns will enlarge and enhance valuable wildlife
habitat. Looking further ahead, acquiring these and other parcels
in the area may enable OCT to create a corridor of preserved land
surrounding Mill Pond.

Of course, this prime location—across Nauset Heights Road
from Callanan’s Pass—also would have great appeal to developers.
If OCT does not purchase the two lots, they will surely be sold

and two large homes will be built. Besides erasing some of the last

supporting the trust

Winter in the lce House & Reuben’s Pond Conservation Area.
Photo © by Hardie Truesdale.

remaining open space in Nauset Heights, developing these lots
will increase traffic at the intersection of Nauset Heights Road
and Callanan’s Pass, which provides ORV access to Nauset Spit for
Orleans residents. Other adverse impacts on Nauset Heights and
Mill Pond are likely.

Where things currently stand: OCT has executed a purchase
agreement to buy both lots for $600,000—one-third less than
their appraised value. So far we have raised $500,000, including a
contribution of $100,000 from the Trust’s land acquisition fund,
with the balance coming from generous residents of Nauset
Heights, the Grandview neighborhood, and the Mill Pond area.
We have about five more months, until April 15, 2017, to raise the
remaining funds.

Says Patty Cullen, Jack and Betty’s daughter, “My parents always
hoped that all of their land on Oliver’s Way could be preserved”
And OCT hopes to fulfill their wish.

] Cullen Recent Land Gift and Potential Land Purchase """::M »

Recent Gift: 18 Clivers Way, East Crleans [ remsarcns
Patential Purchase: 3 & 10 Qlivers Way, East Oreans [ R

OO T Conaared Land
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From page 3

and ocean sunfish by guest
speaker Carol “Krill” Carson
of the New England Coastal
Wildlife Alliance. Carson’s
talk underscored the vital link
between land conservation and
water quality, which the Trust’s
educational efforts emphasize.
At its first meeting fol-
lowing the annual meeting,
the Board of Trustees named
its officers for the coming year.
Replacing Prescott as president
is Kevin Galligan. Meft Run-
yon continues to serve as vice

president and Steve Koehler as

treasurer. The post of clerk will
be filled by Charlie Carlson.

Says Galligan, “I'm thrilled to
help lead OCT into what I feel
is its era of maturity”

Another new face around
the Trust is AmeriCorps Cape
Cod member Derek Brudahl,
who will serve with OCT on
Wednesdays from October
through July 2017, and two

days weekly with Dan Connolly

at the town Tree Department.
Derek is from Philadelphia,
with a degree in Earth and
Environmental Sciences from
Temple University. He recently
completed a summer Ameri-
Corps program in Palmer,

Alaska, working on a farm and

AmeriCorps Cape Cod IP Derek Brudahl mows in the White’s Lane

Conservation Area.

Meet the New Trustees

Outgoing OCT president Bob
Prescott talks to members at the
Annual Meeting.

helping educate the community
about growing food and con-
servation. “I'm very passionate
about the environment and love
working outside,” he says—just
the qualifications for OCT’s

land management needs.

Honoring Mr. Turtle

At the Annual Meeting, trustees
also recognized outgoing
president Bob Prescott for his
nine years of service on the
board, presenting him with a

mockup of a sign to be installed

BoB PREscOTT
lfed TURTLE GARDENS

ol -gand -urlr

gl e Lz e d
Northern Diamondback Terrapin

at White’s Lane Conservation
Area, marking the Bob Prescott
Turtle Gardens.

“It’s been a joy for me to
see how this organization has
grown, and how much the com-
munity supports what we do,”
said Prescott at the meeting.
“Hopefully the new office will

raise our visibility even more”

Steven Gass, recently retired to
Orleans, spent his professional career
as an academic librarian, including
serving as associate director of MIT
Libraries. He has a BS in political
science from MIT and a MLS from
Simmons College. Steve has vol-
unteered with OCT for the past year, helping with office
systems and with land management in the field.
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Attorney Clyde Hanyen was
involved in civil trial practice from
1973 to 2013. He holds a BA from
Brown University and a JD from
Boston University Law School. Clyde
has tried land damage actions in the
Massachusetts Superior Court, and
has represented various nonprofits. He is also a member of
Friends of Areys Pond and the Orleans Pond Coalition.




S exploring our heritage WM

A Place Called Potanimicut

by Todd Morgan Kelley

Kenrick Woods, a Town-owned open

space in South Orleans, is important for

its conservation values but also for its rich
history. On a walk this October, hikers were
guided into another dimension of this land
and its story by twelfth-generation Cape
Codder Todd Kelley and Marcus Hendricks,
who is Native Wampanoag/Nipmuck and

a founder of the Native Land Conservancy.
Together they offered insights about how
Native peoples and certain early settlers
regarded and used the area, and about ways
to experience the natural world with all our
senses. Kelley shares some of his knowledge

in this article.

hat is in a place name? And

where does this strong “sense

of place” that we feel about
Cape Cod come from?

For the First People, an understanding
of place is where the names themselves
come from. The knowledge behind any
place name was expressed and passed on
through an oral lineage that remained
connected to the land through generations.

The area of South Orleans known as
Potanimicut has such a memory of place
and name because people have remained
connected to this land for generations.
Although I don’t know specifically what
“Potanimicut” means, typically it describes
some natural feature “at a place,” and in
this case it likely refers to a quality or
purpose of the place. By 1648—just after
the Nauset Purchase of 1647, which laid
out the bounds of the first settlement
of Eastham—the sachem Mattaquason
of Monomoyick had the great foresight

to provide an area of South Orleans for

T TR e Y

Todd Kelley and Marcus Hendricks with OCT
member Becky Burrill in Kenrick Woods.

the ousted Nauset community to live in
safety and according to native ways. This
was done entirely through the authority
of native custom, which the English

had no hand in. The land also became a

Marshland adjoining Kenrick Woods and Arey’s Pond. Photo © by Hardie Truesdale.

safe refuge for Native People from other
communities like Nobscusset (East Dennis)
to Pononakanet (Wellfleet), all the way to
the Province Lands at the tip of the Cape.
The People would have built their wetus
(houses) from the Atlantic white cedar trees
thriving around Manomoit Bay (Pleasant
Bay). They would have fished and made
plantings in the spring; continued to fish,
made later plantings, and gathered berries,
nuts, and shellfish in the summer. They
would end their fishing and harvesting by
fall, followed by hunting into winter.

In 1672, the Reverend Samuel Treat
began to teach Christianity to native
communities east of the Bass River,
setting up meetings in wetus of smaller
communities and eventually building
English-style meetinghouses near larger
communities like Potanimicut. By 1682,
Potanimicut was the parochial center of
all of the praying Indians of the Lower
Cape, with Treat as their staunch friend

Continued on page 15
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alks & walks

Winter/Spring 2017 Speakers

Join us at the Orleans Yacht Club for the latest in our series of entertaining and
informative talks by local and regional experts. Time, 7:00 — 8:00 pm.
Admission free (cash bar); doors open 30 minutes before the start time.

Center for Coastal Studies

Ticks of Cape Cod and the Islands

Aperoximate AcTuaL Sizes

. s . ,k *

nymph female male female male

Deer Ticks American Dog Ticks

Cape Cod Cooperative Extension

=

Mas Audu
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Small Farms and Native Trees
Russell Norton
Horticulture Educator, Cape Cod Cooperative Extension

Russ Norton will discuss horticultural best-management practices on the Cape,
including how native trees can be used in landscaping.

Thursday, January 5, 2017

Marine Mammal Entanglement
Scott Landry
Center for Coastal Studies, Provincetown

Since 1984, the Center for Coastal Studies has freed more than 200 large whales
and other marine animals from life-threatening entanglements. Learn more about
this effort on the Cape, and about the Disentanglement Network and Rapid
Response Program, a partnership among organizations and individuals created to
respond quickly to reports of entanglements.

Thursday, February 2, 2017

Coping with Ticks
Larry Dapsis
Entomologist, Cape Cod Cooperative Extension

Larry will discuss recent research on tick populations and
tick-borne diseases, focusing on their impact on Cape residents.

Thursday, March 2, 2017

Restoring River Herring
Barbara Brennessel
Friends of Herring River board member and author

Barbara is a board member of Friends of Herring River, author, and retired
Wheaton College professor. She will describe the life history of river herring (aka
alewives) and the restoration project on the Herring River in Wellfleet. Her books,
which include The Alewives’ Tale, will be available for sale at the event.

Thursday, April 6, 2017

Coastal Waterbirds of the Cape
Mark Faherty
Science Coordinator, Mass Audubon Wellfleet Bay

Learn about Mass Audubon’s coastal waterbirds program, which protects threat-
ened birds along the Massachusetts coast. Mark’s presentation will focus on
recent research on the Cape.

Thursday, May 4, 2017



Winter/Spring 2017 Walks

Get to know the open spaces of Orleans on our popular guided walks.
They’re free, fun, and appropriate for all ages.

Walks & talks

Ice House/Reuben’s Pond Mill Pond Valley
Conservation Area Conservation Area
1.5-mile walk around two freshwater I-mile walk with unique topography,
ponds, as part of the Cape Cod Duck kettle ponds, vernal pools, and much
Census more (see pages 10-11)
Meet at 245 Tonset Road, Orleans Meet at |3 Champlain Road,
Orl
Saturday, December 3 rieans
9:00 - 10:30 am Tuesday, March 14
10:00 - 11:30 am
) Hosea’s Swamp ‘ Q. Zwinings Pond Conservation
2 rea
(39 %"‘s, Up-close look at a globally rare Atlantic @ %J‘@( o
£ ‘ white cedar swamp /Po, 1.5-mile blrjd .walk through 30-plus
;i Meet at 70 Quanset Road, @ acres of pristine woodlands
— ?'?O' South Orleans Meet at 135 Quanset Road,
South Orleans
; Thursday, January 26
h . .
Twining Py 10:00 — 11:00 am Friday, April 21
Pond 10:00 - 11:30 am
\ Quanset Twmmg
on
;':L';iﬁ Pg:dgx!:,lskpond " “———] Baker’s Pond Conservation
W s » \
oé o(/@o Twinings Pongd) - l[(; E!:‘I_r:dge Area
2 Yy . .
Cp > A 2-hour historical walk and talk %@ %= |.75-mile walk on adjoining
(29 Day; through more than 80 acres of OCT- ,% '\ ':,\— conservation lands around Baker’s
— V""@ owned conservation land. Be prepared [ %H‘ Pond, in Orleans and’Brewster
for steep slopes, loose stones, and t_‘j\‘ Meet at 80 Baker's Pond Road,
; Orleans
, perhaps some bushwhacking.
in P Meet at |35 Quanset Road, ‘Baker" Tuesday, May 9
South Orleans 'Pond s'i 3:00 — 4:30 pm
Saturday, February |1 * :

9:00 - 11:00 am

One Walk, Three Ponds

One of our favorite walks in South
Orleans climaxes with a beautiful view
out over Pleasant Bay. It will be co-led by
OCT trustee Mon Cochran, whose family
history on this land goes back several

generations.

Preview each walk and find trail maps on our website, orleansconservationtrust.org.
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{ake a hike

Through the Seasons
in Mill Pond Valley

by Doug Fromm

iving in the Mill Pond Valley adds

an extra dollop of beauty to life on

Cape Cod. As children, both Dianne
and I loved being outdoors, with all the
childhood fantasies of living and playing in
the woods. Now, as adults, we retain that
first love. We walk the trails at least once
or twice a day. Our favorite time is early
morning, when we walk to the high point
overlooking Little Mill Pond. Dianne has
dubbed this place the “chapel”— as the
morning sun peeks through the trees and
glistens on the water, we offer a word of
gratitude for such a place. On occasion we
also mention our thanks to Orin Tovrov for
protecting this land, and to his children for
giving it to Orleans Conservation Trust.

Each season is special in the valley.
We first encountered it in early spring,
with little settlements of daffodils sprinkled
along the trails. The greening of the
trees and the forest floor promise warm,
wonderful days ahead. Nighttime in spring
brings the melodic symphony of the
“peepers” awakening in the vernal pool.

In summertime the Mill Pond Valley
becomes an oasis from the hubbub of life
in Orleans, when folks from oft Cape make
their annual pilgrimage and the population
soars. This is truly a time when “the living
is easy” The woods are lush with greenery;
here and there the viburnums offer bridal
bouquets of white among the trees, along
with wildflowers and the occasional
mountain laurel. Sometimes the stillness is

broken by the screech of a red-tailed hawk
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circling overhead or the deep squawk of a
blue heron flying low toward the Mill Pond.
Come autumn, the woods begin their
annual display of colors; yellow, gold, and
the leathery tan of oak leaves. To walk the
trail is to see the trees disrobing, dropping a
colorful, crunchy carpet of leaves and pine
needles underfoot. And then can be heard
the honking of the geese announcing their
annual journey south. The New England
writer Gladys Taber, one of an earlier
generation who lived for a time on the Mill
Pond, wrote: “I heard the geese go over ...
why this is so moving, I do not know. But
all of us feel it” Both in this sound and in
the silence that follows, there is a feeling, an
assurance that all is well and will be well.
Winter is a wonderful season in the
Mill Pond Valley. The trees, shed of leaves,
stand like sentinels guarding the foxes,

field mice, chipmunks, squirrels, raccoons,

and deer who, nested and hunkered down,
prepare for the cold and blustery winds.
Armadas of winter ducks on the Duck
Pond carry out naval maneuvers as they
glide forward and then turn sharply in
formation, while the wind blows sparkling
patterns across the water. A cardinal
appears, and the song of the wren can be
heard from the bird feeder. Walking the
trails on a late afternoon, as the setting sun
shafts light through the maze of the woods,
we hear the hissing sound of the first
falling snow.

Truly, the Mill Pond Valley is a gift
that keeps on giving. The benevolence
of the Tovrov family has preserved this
bit of paradise for all to enjoy. Come by

sometime and enjoy yourself on the trails.

Doug Fromm is past president of Orleans
Can. He currently serves as one of eight
stakeholders on the Orleans Water Quality
Advisory Panel.

The western shore of Mill Pond in October.
OCT’s gifted Cullen property lies to the left of
the dwelling. Photo by Paul Davis.




managing our lands

TLC for the Mill Pond Trails

by Elizabeth Migliore

The land that became Mill Pond Valley
Conservation Area was donated by the
Tovrov family in several parcels between

1977 and 2001. This stunning property

rambles over 12 acres from Champlain Road

to the waterfront of Mill Pond. Historic
stone walls, a vernal pool, and a coastal
plain pond—a hot spot for observing
migrating waterfowl, including wood
ducks—are among its outstanding features.
There are interesting plants as well, some
planted by the former owner, such as black
walnut, European beech, white paper
birch, flowering dogwood, tupelo, hibiscus,
Plymouth gentian, and marsh elder. A
mile-long trail system winds through the
property, making it a favorite walking
destination for neighbors.

In recent years this land has needed
extra attention. Bad winter storms
left downed trees blocking or leaning
hazardously over the trail. Lots of water on
the trail, especially during the spring, cut
sediment away from roots and washed it
downslope. This made the trail steeper, and
tripping hazards multiplied. The sediment
also threatened to make its way into nearby
wetlands, degrading water quality.

Clearly the area needed some TLC.
Aided by a generous neighbor’s donation,
research by our AmeriCorps Cape Cod
individual placement Leah Mould, and
recommendations from Mark Robinson of
the Compact of Cape Cod Conservation
Trusts, we created a detailed land
management plan. One phase of the plan
involved rerouting the trail system to close
oft badly eroded portions. In June, summer
intern Sam Chapman and 12 AmeriCorps

Cape Cod members built the rerouted

Top and above right: AmeriCorps members
at work on the Mill Pond trails. Above left: A
1975 view of the valley when the land was
more open.

sections of trail and closed off the old
dangerous parts. The project took a full
day to complete. The new trail is marked
with directional and OCT trail signs to aid
walkers.

A second key part of the plan is
removing invasive species. Plants such as
Asiatic bittersweet and English ivy wrap
around native trees and slowly kill them, so
it’s important to cut back any of these vines
growing on trees, and uproot them when
possible to keep them from growing back.
On another long workday in September,
AmeriCorps Cape Cod members performed
this maintenance at Mill Pond. It’s labor that

must be done again and again.

We hope that visitors appreciate the

easier walk on the new trail, along with the
knowledge that it is healthier for the land
and water. We'll continue to manage invasive
species and correct any future trail hazards

in this prime walking area.

Elizabeth Migliore is Director of Orleans
Conservation Trust and an active amateur
photographer. She recently managed OCT's

move to our new office space.
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giving

Gifts and Donations

Membership Year 2015-2016

From July 1, 2015 through June 30, 2016, Orleans Conservation
Trust received support from its members and the community in
the form of unrestricted donations and restricted gifts, which
specifically support land acquisition, land management, or

educational programs.

The Trust also received special gifts made in honor or in

memory of someone designated by the giver. Gifts “in honor of

»

recognize a family member, loved one, or friend, sometimes to

Unrestricted Donations & Restricted Gifts

$100,000 and above
Clare E. Forbes Trust
Hardie and Marcie Truesdale

$10,000 - $99,999

Anonymous (3)

Andrew Barnard

Deborah Pashley Charitable Fund
Leslie B. Pike Estate

$5,000 - $10,000

Cheryl and Stephen Gallerani
Steve and Anne Koehler

Susan Meisinger and John Smith
Beth and Larry Minear

$1,000 - $4,999

Anonymous (1)

Charles and Susan Carlson

Paul and Sharon Davis

Richard Debs and Barbara
Knowles-Debs

Timothy and Eliza Earle

Norman and Polly Edmonson

John and Alison Ferring

Eric T. and Heidi Franzen

Stephanie Gaskill

Alan and Virginia George

Harbor Lights Foundation

Ivan and Julie Humphreys

Robert and Sue McNutt

Alfred S. Morse and Annette S.
Morse Foundation

Barbara Murphy

Bob and Patty Platten/Marian Craig
Leers Charitable Trust

Robert Prescott Jr.

Michael and Tracy Roberge

Robert Rothberg

Michael and Patricia Schumaecker

William and Cynthia Treene

Richard Walton and Susan Olsen
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$500 - $999

Anonymous (1)

William and Nancy Brotherton
Jeff and Susan Cahill

Jane and Marvin Corlette
Richard and Suzanne Costa
Robert and Rigney Cunningham
Steven and Joyce Davis

Peter and Constance Deeks
Norman and Joy Deschene
Therese Galligan

Gary and Karen Gregg

Hess and Helyn Kline Foundation
Vincent and Abigail Maddi
Walter and Bette Mathews

Larry and Kathryn Medford
Vince Ollivier and Kevin Galligan
John and Patricia Reohr

Gail and Christopher Scudellari

$300 - $499

Anonymous (1)

Barnstable County Mutual
Insurance Co.

Russell Bruemmer

Peter and Joan Buxton

Jamie Demas and Eugene Chang

Eldredge & Lumpkin
Insurance Agency

William and Ashleigh Garner

Stephen A. Hopkins

Tim and Andrea Howell

Kelsey Family Foundation

James Lawrence and Susan
Simmonds

Howard and Diane Mager

Scott and Robin McIntyre

Michael and Ellen Mulroney

Bob and Lyn Oleksiak

Francisco and Erica Parra

Gregory Peach and Lynn Conover

Alice Prince and B. Smith Hopkins

Albert and Mary Grace Rook

Meftord Runyon and Bonny
Campbell-Runyon

mark a special occasion or a milestone or to honor their service.
Gifts “in memory of” celebrate the life of someone who has passed

away.

Every gift, in whatever amount and for whatever purpose,
demonstrates your commitment to conserving land and plays a
vital role in helping OCT fulfill its mission— to preserve land and
educate the public in order to sustain our natural resources and the

character of our community.

Lawrence and Anne Spaulding
Frank and Mary Wojciechowski
Bruce and Sheryl Wolf

$100 - $299

Anonymous (9)

Angelina Anastas

Joshua Arnow and Elyse Brill

Joanne Baldauf

Richard and George-Anne Barnes

Christopher and Kathy Barry

Sarah Bartholomew and Randy
Gallagher

Joseph Beals

William and Karen Benjamin

Richard and Jeanne Berdik

Ross Bierkan

Louis and Jeanne Billera

Andrew and Margaret Black

James and Nancy Blazar

Gary Bowden and Mark Ziomek

James and Susan Brickey

Joanne Broderick

Sarah Brooks

Judith Bruce

Lynn Bruneau

Andrew and Sally Buffington

Joanna Buffington

Lynne Bulens

John Bush and Janet Swan Bush

Alfred and Christine Butler

Thomas and Allison Campbell

Robert and Nancy Campbell

Shari and Michael Cantor

Joseph and Anna Cardito

Andrew and Alison Carey

William and Dorothy Carr

Paul and Virginia Carrington

Robert and Sharon Cirone

Moncrieff Cochran and Sheila
Bonnell

Thomas Coleman

Brian and Joan Condon

Christopher and Susan Conniff

Janine Corsano

Robert and Sylvia Cotter

John and Lorraine Coughlan

Andrew and Margaret Covell

Richard and Elizabeth Cryer

Berkeley and Louise Cue

Emerson and Clotilde Davis

Michael Day

Robert and Margarida Dederick

James and Stephanie DeFilippo

Thomas and Anne Degnan

Helen Delano and Noel Potter Jr.

Elizabeth deLima

Edith Denney

Roger and Sandra Deromedi

Joseph and Margaret Digiovanni

Bradford and Diane Dodge

David and Pam Driscoll

John Dugan and Carol Baffi-Dugan

Lyn Duncan and Frank Wuest

Robert and Concetta Duval

Dan English and Teresa Cochran
English

Stanley and Barbara Eskin

Megan Geist Fates

Frank and Maureen Fernandez

Beth Ferraro and Craig Malloy

Daniel and Franca Filomeno

Rick and Joan Francolini

Kenard Gardiner

GE Foundation

Margaret and Steven Gilmore

Karl and Judith Goldkamp

Goldman, Sachs & Co. Matching Gift
Program

Phillip and Diana Goodwin

Kathi Grant

Robert and Katherine Green

Elizabeth Greenman and Linda
Knight

Richard and Sarah Gregory

Hunter and Hildegarde Hannum

David and Margaret Harris

John Hax and Carolyn Ackerman

David and Ellen Herrick

Douglas and Nancy Hinman



Steven and Moira Hoskins

Robert Howard

Stephen and Karen Hurwitz

Richard Iandoli

Richard and Joanne Ingwall

Anne Isbister

Charles and Sally Jacob

Richard Jacobs and Carl Woodbury

Leonard and Patricia Johnson

Mayo and Julia Johnson

Thomas and Jacqueline Jurkowski

Bertram and Martha Kantor

JoAnna Keeley

Alan and Catherine Keener

Richard and Gladys Kenney

Dick and Dee Kling

Kraft Foods Group Foundation
Matching Gifts

Dan and Marion Krupka

Norman and Judith Lasca

Neal and Marilyn Leleiko

Richard and Barbara LeStage

Linda LeStage

Alan and Elizabeth Levitt

Jean and Richard Lucas

Frederick and Victoria Luft

Jeftrey and Anne Magnavita

Kurt Martin

Nick and Stephanie Mazzarese

Alan and Fran McClennen

David and Denise McConney

Page McMahan

Kathleen McNeil

Thomas and Margaret Merzbacher

Susan Milton and Cynthia Eagar

Christopher Mines

Allen and Paula Mitchell

Marjorie Doane Moerschner

Marilyn Mould

Richard and Cheryl Nadler

Namequoit Sailing Association

James and Mirna Nathanson

George and Patricia Neher

John and Carol Newsome

Walter North and Judy Ryon

Timothy and Susan O’Connor

Glennon and Margaret O’Grady

Charles and Patricia Parmenter

Richard and Carol Paskiewicz

Anthony and Karen Pierson

David and Anne Platt

J. Emile and Pamela Poirier

Robert and Sue Pomeroy

Donald and Nettie Pond

Susan Porth

Don and Linda Post

Charles and Sally Proctor

Denise Ratcliffe

Charlotte Read

Patrick and Janet Regan

Duncan and Gerd Ritchie

Frederick H. Roessle

Edward and Gail Rogers

William and Jean Romeo

Ken and Patricia Rowell

Marsha Salett

Paul and Mary Elizabeth Sandman

James and Diane Sapienza

Patricia Schoeffel and James Bampos

Pam Schultz

Betsy Anne Seel

David and Nancy Shactman

Elfriede Silkin

Dean and Nina Smith

Mary Smith

Richard and Barbara Smith

David and Susan Snider

Eric and Lauren Spengler

Sarah and Stephen Spengler

Judith Stephenson and Scott
Harshbarger

Andrew Stern

Leo Swift and Amy Auerbach

Merle and Michael Tarnow

Gregory and Andrea Thomajan

Joan K. Thomsen

Peter Toop

John and Amelia Trautwein

Andrew and Benjye Troob

James and Patricia G. Tyng

Richard and Mary Utt

Howard and Lisa Van Vleck

Jonathan Vaughan and Sharon Hayes

Homer and Elizabeth Walker

Stephen Wasby

Frances Webb

Donald and Donna Weinstein

Joseph and Linda White

John Whitesides

Willam Wibel

Gretchen Wiedie

Paul and Maureen Wiencek

Robert and Judy Wilkinson

Alan and Barbara Wolfert

Thomas Woodward

James and Janet Yeutter

Frederick and Christine Yohn

Lee Ziegler-Prouty

Under $100

Anonymous (20)

Mark and Sue Aquino

Kent and Jean Arnold

Julian and Elaine Baird
Robert and Candice Barker
John and Joan Barnard

Joan Barnett

Elsie-Mary Barnett

Robert and Eleanor Barr
William and Linda Batty
Charles and Marcia Bechtold
William Becker

Nigel and Elizabeth Bentley
Robert and Judy Bersin
Michael Betlinski and Lisa Allen
Elsa Bevans

Herbert Bevans

William and Leslie Bigoness
John Bimshas and Joan Harrison
Suzanne Bogdanoff

Donald and Karen Bogert
Edward Bonacci

Nicholas and Sonja Bono

K. George and Ruth Bournazian

Edward and Marilyn Bresnahan

Michael and Janet Brink

Carolyn Broman

Peter and Melissa Brown

Thomas Bryan and Jean Olson

Joel and Judy Bullard

Anthony and Barbara Caldamone

Patricia Canavan and Matthew Rowe

Malcolm and Jill Carlisle

Lewis and Lois Carrington

James and Cassandra Carroll

Peter and Deborah Carter

Andrew and Monica Cattano

Lee and Jane Chirgwin

Michael and Sarah Ciampa

Christine Claireaux

Eugene and Jessica Clothiaux

Anson and Nancy Clough

Richard Cohen and Wendy Kahn
Cohen

Michael and Ina Cole

Allison Coleman

Roslyn B. Coleman

David and Gail Colglazier

William Colling and Pamela Weiler

Sue Ann Corrigan

Peter and Rita Cote

Robert and Doris Countryman

Edward Courville

Dan and Elizabeth Cox

Chester and Janet Crabtree

Jay Cronin

Stephen and Kathleen Czick

George and Susan Daniels

Rajeshwar and Ann Das

Jim and Sandra Davidson

Lucy De Vries Duffy

Richard and Karin Delaney

Greg DeLory and Diana Landau

William and Linda Desrochers

Richard and Carol Diforio

Matthew DiGiacomo

Kevin Doherty

Christopher Donner VMD

Charles and Betsy Dow

Sally Drew

Lydia Moore Du Pertuis

Christie Due Turner

Raymond and Laura Dufresne

Bartlett Dunbar

Michael and Karen Jane Dunne

Lewis Garret and Mary Jane Dutton

Scott and Dawnnica Eastman

Richard and Jane Eccles

Susan Edwards

Anne and Kelley Anne Ekstrom

Dana and Lynne Eldridge

Bill and Sally Elliott

Willard and Kathleen Enteman

Stephen and Beverly Estes-Smargiassi

Lynn Evans and Neal Carney

Robert Evans

John and Patricia Fallender

William and June Farnham

David and Mary Fenton

Thomas W. and Mary Finan

Bob and Mary Beth Fincke

Winifred Fitzgerald

Ryan Fitzpatrick

Elaine Flanigan

Susan Flaws

Ann Fleck-Henderson

Barbara Fleischer

Theodore and Patricia Foot

Katherine B. Fox

Ellen Gabrielli

Kathleen Gallery

Albarosa and Kenneth Gandolfi

Judy and Bill Gardiner

Steven Gass and Beverly White

Andre and Renalde Gelinas

Edward Ghory and Anne
Ghory-Goodman

Aldo and Pamela Giacco

Allen and Martha Gibbs

Judith Gilchrest

Brian and Amy Hedler Gillespie

Richard and Susan Goldman

Robert and Michele Granger

Gerard Grenier and Ellen
Snyder-Grenier

Pete and Sandy Griffiths

David and Linda Grunebaum

Kenneth and Colleen Gubala

Winifred Harris

Ruth Hayes

Laurence and Jean Hayward

Herb Heidt and Eliza McClennen

Peter and Kathryn Henry

Susan Hetzel

Rachia Heyelman

D. Michael and Elizabeth Hicks

Susan Hobday

Cheryl Hoenemeyer

Andrew Holik

Jon H. and Barbara S. Holt

Star Hopkins

Phebe Houghton

Jarvis and Judith Hunt

Walter and Suzanne Huskins

IBM Matching Grants

Stephan and Paula Jablon

Richard and Marcia Johannesen

John Hancock Financial Services,
Inc.

Elliott and Nancy Johnson

Peter and Ellie Johnson

Robert and Elizabeth Jones

Ken and Nancy Jorgensen

Edward and Patricia Joyce

Jack and Cynthia Kadzik

Stephen and Erica Kaplan

John and Mary Kelsey

Helen Kelsey

Carolyn Kennedy

Marion Kennedy

Rita and Judith Kenney

Daniel and Jayne Kim

David and Christine King

Donald and Sandra Klein

Eliot and Millicent Knight

Howard and Jane Kucks
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Charles Lada and Stacey Kennon

Sandra Ladd

Charles Lake

John and Deborah Laurino

Richard Lawler

Joan Leary

H. Bruce and Susan Lederhouse

Robert and Sally Levy

H. Richard and Linda Lewis

Elliott and Barbara Lewis

David Light

Donald and Virginia Light

Walter and Doris Lipman

Martha Gray Livingston

Esther Lobo

Edward and Anne Longton

Edward and Mary Lynch

Donald and Julie Mackie

Scott and Janice Marble

Donald Marchitto

Mary Ellen McAndrews and Ted
Stehle

Gerard and Theresa McCarthy

Kevin McCarthy and Katherine
Crane

Walter and Carol McClennen

Bruce L. and Nancy R. McKinstry

Donald and Martine McLaughlin

J. Stephen and Ana Mernick

Jean-Louis Mieusset and Alison
Carroll

Maxine Minkoff

Francis B. Minnock

Patricia Montgomery

Joseph and Susan Mooney

Steve Morrison

Priscilla Morrison

Sumner and Phyllis Myers

Raymond Nash

Barbara Neilson

Melora North

Andrew and Colleen Oleski

Peter O’Meara

Silvio and Jean Onesti

Your Amazon Purchases Can Help OCT!
When you sign up for the Amazon Smile program,

Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of your eligible

John and Helen Page

Robert and Sandra Parry

E. Donald and Joanne Patterson

Joseph and Ann Pavano

Robert Pavone

Laura Payson

Henry Perry and Patricia Spadaccia

Ronald and Val Petersen

Stephan and Elizabeth Phillips

Suzanne Phillips

Daniel Pokaski

James Possehl and Jill Farmer Possehl

Gordon and Sylvia Pott

Robin Ragsdale

William and Ann Rawstron

Clifton R. and Arleen Read

Kenneth and Susan Read-Brown

Judith B. Reed

Ronald and Linda Reed

Timothy and Andrea Reed

William and Susan Reiher

Elisabeth Rewcastle

Mark and April Robinson

Ernie and Anita Rogers

Joshua Rosenbloom and Leslie
Bennett

Neil and Elaine Rosenblum

Charles P. and Faye Ruopp

Mary Ryan and Win Tower

Gregory John Saba

Eugene and Joan Saklad

Thomas and Halina Santoro

Susan Sargent

Kelly Sattman

John and Barbara Sciarra

Norman and Suzanne Seifer

William and Jean Semple

Joseph Sherman, Jane Murray, and
Gail Danilowicz

Jeftrey and Sarah Short

Elisabeth Short

David Silberberg and Joseph
Silberberg-Edwards

Robert Singer and Sandra Rhodes

AmazonSmile purchases to the charitable

organization of your choice. Orleans Conservation

Trust would be grateful! See https://smile.amazon.

com/ for more information.
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Baby terrapins make everyone smile,
especially OCT Director Liz Migliore.

William and Sarah Singer

Melvin and Karena Slotnick

Peter and Susanne Smith

Donald and Linda Smith

Penny Smith

Jeftrey Smith

Gregory Sobchuk

Jean Souther

Kenneth Spencer and Elizabeth
Pillard

Warren and Elizabeth Spicka

Mary Stackhouse

Jackie Stowell

Harrison Swift and Henri Holekamp

Irving Tarlow

Bruce Taub

Janet Taylor

Denny and Christine Teason

Bob and Judith Terry

Michael and Susan Thonis

James and Susan Trainor

Carl and Judy Trevison

Richard and Mary Ann Troy

C. Edward and Susan Trump

Jacquelyn Ursitti

Janet Van Tassel and Steve Park

Alan and Carol Varnum

Avis and Mary Voorhes

Bob and Jean Warneke

William and Judith Weil

Christopher and Judith Weiler

Bonnie Westfall

David Wiener

John and Helga Williams

Christopher and Mary Wolf

John Woodford

Charles Woodward

Morton and Meredith Young

Robert and Gloria Zalosh

Bryant and Marcia Zanko

Bob Zaremba and Danielle Jeanloz

SPECIAL GIFTS
In memory of

William H. Bevan
Elsa Bevan Johnson
Harbor Lights Foundation

Dorothy Rowe Boyle
Susan Meisinger and John Smith

Harriet DeWitt
Susan Hetzel

Gaby, Erich, and Henry
Grunebaum
David and Linda Grunebaum

Jack Ollivier
Rita and Judith Kenney

Audrey Robb
JoAnna Keeley
In honor of

Beth Minear
Gretchen Wiedie

AmeriCorps Placement
Leah Mould
Marilyn Mould

Judy Scanlon and Sigurd Winslow
Dean and Nina Smith
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Remembering Anne Donaldson

Anne Luise Link Donaldson (April 22, 1925
- August 11, 2016) loved family, friends,
and nature and turned respect for the en-
vironment into a life’s work. She raised five
sons, maintained extended family ties over
generations, and took a leading role in the
public acquisition of open space on Cape
Cod for preservation and recreation.

Her career as an environmentalist began
in 1965, when she joined the Federated
Conservationists of Westchester County
(FCWC), whose achievements in environ-
mental education and preservation include
cleaning up the Hudson River. Frustrated
by her status as a layman in the field of en-
vironmental law, Anne earned her law de-
gree at the age of 51 and continued the fight
with new credentials. By then the Donald-
sons were spending more time on Cape
Cod, where her family had vacationed since
the 1940s. “I thought I'd died and gone to
heaven,” she once said. She never took for

granted the natural beauty that surrounded

From page 7

and beloved pastor. When he died in 1717, his pallbearers were all

native men of Potanimicut.

In 1656, William Nickerson settled at Monomoyick
(Chatham) through an agreement made with Mattaquason. A
generation later, John Kenrick settled at Potanimicut through
an agreement with John Sipson, whose father was Aspinet of
Nauset. The proprietary lineage and heritage of Nauset and
Monomoyick comes directly through Aspinet and Mattaquason

and their descendants to first-comer families like Nickerson and

her, often noting that the incredible vistas

from their home on Snow Point—Town

Cove, Fort Hill, Coast Guard Light, and the

ocean beyond—were a gift from the efforts
of like-minded conservationists.

In retirement, Anne dedicated her life
to conservation in Orleans. From 1985
through 2006, she was active in or chaired
public and private nonprofit organizations
including the Orleans Conservation Com-
mission, Orleans Open Space Committee,
Orleans Conservation Trust, and the Barn-
stable County Conservation Board. During
her tenure on the Open Space Commit-
tee, Town Meeting voted to acquire and
preserve more than 80 acres and appropri-
ated $8 million for those purposes. While
serving with OCT, she helped acquire or
put conservation restrictions on 73 acres
including some of our signature proper-
ties like Namequoit Bog, Twinings Pond
Conservation Area, and Mill Pond Valley.

In later years, she loved to walk with family

and friends around some of the properties

she helped save.

Anne’s family asks that donations be
directed to OCT’s land acquisition fund
in her memory. To read her full obituary,
visit orleansconservationtrust.org/in-mem-

ory-of-anne-donaldson.

resonated with rich communal knowledge of an ongoing living
history. However, this heritage is in peril of vanishing if it is not
lived and retold through direct experience. This is one reason why
land trusts and protected open space are so important. They give
communities and land owners the opportunity to preserve the
land’s memory for posterity.

Kenrick Woods is such a place. Not only is it a watershed
recharge area that is vital today, it is also part of a greater

community that still holds the unbroken cultural heritage of a

place called Potanimicut.

Kenrick (sometimes spelled Kendrick). From there it continues

unobstructed through many generations to all of us today, because

those families remained rooted in the land.

Tenth-generation descendant W. Sears Nickerson deeply
understood this and expressed it with firsthand authority in his
book The Bay As I See It. He shares memories of growing up
along the shore of Pleasant Bay in a time when local place names

Todd Kelley is a descendant of David O’Gillior, known as “the

Cape Cod.

Irishman,” who came to Cape Cod due to Oliver Cromwell’s war in
Ireland. Todd was born and raised in Chatham, and he works to

preserve the cultural and natural heritage of the place we call
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There is only so much land, water, and time.

To talk with us about a gift of land or
a conservation restriction, please call

508-255-0183

Orleans
C()nservation oct@orleansconservationtrust.org
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