Spring 2018 Herring Count

Volunteers are needed only one day (or two days if they want!) a week between April 1-May 31, 2018, to count herring (and eels) migrating up the Orleans Pilgrim Lake run for 10 minutes.  Volunteers can choose their count period to be any 10 minutes within one of the nine count period time slots occurring between 7 AM and 7 PM, and choose the day (or days) of the week.  Training will be provided.  

Interested volunteers should contact Howard Steilen (cape.fishcamp@comcast.net) as we are starting the volunteer herring count recruitment process now, for our upcoming consecutive 11th year.  This year the effort now also includes the need for collecting visual counts which coincide with, and will be used for comparing and validating counts obtained by the town’s new electronic fish counter, which is being installed by the MA Division of Marine Fisheries (MA DMF) this spring.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Last year we had the largest number of herring counted visually in 10 years, where volunteer herring counters officially counted 2885 herring migrating up the run.  Based on our visual counts, the MA DMF estimated the Orleans Pilgrim Lake run size to be 27,551 +/- 8016.    This is very encouraging as our run is one of the few on the Cape which showed run size increasing.
